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My doctoral  research focuses on the re lat ionship between trade,  t raders ,  and
inst i tut ions in the fourteenth-century Mediterranean,  in  part icular ly  on Late
Medieval  Venice between the fal l  of  Acre ( 1291)  and the acquis i t ion of
Dalmatia ( 1420).  In  th is  seminar ,  I  wi l l  present a new conceptual isat ion of
Venet ian t rade beyond the idea of long-distance commerce as the dr iver  of
the economic growth of the city ,  posi t ing instead the integrat ion of mult ip le
trade ci rcuits  as the factor  underpinning the boom of the city  and i ts
dominions in the fourteenth century.  Rather than focusing merely  on long-
distance commerce,  my research shows that the success of  late-medieval
Venice stemmed precisely  f rom the integrat ion of mult ip le t rade ci rcuits :  local
t rade with the mainland,  regional  t rade with other Adr iat ic pol i t ies ,  and long-
distance trade. Round ships carry ing wares in bulk  were complementary to
long-ships ,  such as gal leys ,  laden with spices.  I  wi l l  a lso argue that the history
of the city  can only  be understood looking at the strategies for  investments of
patr ic ians and popolani  a l ike,  invest igat ing the associat ions that buttressed
trade: fami ly ,  short-term companies,  powers of  attorney,  and Venet ian
communit ies abroad. This  has led me to quest ion the idea of ‘Venet ian t rade’
and to ref lect on the role of foreigners and intermediar ies in the structure of
the Venet ian market economy,  especial ly  as ships were at the very centre of a
broker ing process ty ing cit izens and merchandise from sundry places together.
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Organitzen: 

El  puerto de Cádiz en la Baja Edad Media es el  objeto de estudio de la
presente ponencia,  que se ha estructurado en torno a t res bloques:
planteamientos h istor iográf icos,  fuentes y  perspect ivas de estudio.  Part iendo
de los antecedentes,  se abordará un breve estado de la cuest ión para conocer
el  grado actual  del  conocimiento acerca del  tema de invest igación,  as í  como
se expondrá su re levancia dentro de las actuales l íneas de la Histor ia
Marít ima. A cont inuación,  se presentará la problemática sobre el  estudio de la
ciudad de Cádiz y  las fuentes alternat ivas.  En esta l ínea,  se hará un recorr ido
por diferentes archivos nacionales e internacionales.  Por ú l t imo,  como
perspect iva de estudio se dará a conocer los ú l t imos avances de la tes is
doctoral  «Cádiz,  puerto de Cast i l la en época Trastámara ( 1369-1504):  f lotas,
t ráf icos marí t imos y naciones mercant i les» .
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